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Fears sfream project poses
a serious threatto wildlife
A TOP scientist says the
Forestry Commission's restora-
tion work near Fordingbridge is
being carried out by "brute
force and wilful ignorance".

The chairman of the
Department of Energy and
Climate Change's scientiflc adviso-
ry group professor John Shepherd
has warned the Verderers that
unless the Latchmore Stream

Restoration works
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Friends of Latchmore, told mem-
bers that evidence to support plans
to fill in the stream bed with 10,000
tons of gravel had not been pro-
duced, despite his requests.

He said: "The Forestry
Commission is proposing to import
10,000 tons of gravel and dump it in
the bed of a charming and biodi-
verse stream without any attempt
to determine whether or not this is
actually necessary, or whether or
not it would be beneficial, and
what damage it may do. It is brute
force and wilful ignorance."

He added: "We consider that the
planning and execution of this

2003.
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ect mainly because it is not at all
clear what is actually wrong with
the stream at present, nor whether
the proposed reconstruetion works
will help to fix any problems that
may exist."

Hyde resident' and former
Forestry Commission employee
John Fryer told the Verderers:
"Latchmore Brook is not a deep
manmade drain as the Forestry
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pletely and permanently onto its
floodplain. I can see no benefits
from this project. Grazing will be
reduced, so will access for stock,
because it will be more swampy.
The project poses serious risks to
the wildlife habitat, with the felling
of trees and movements of huge
machinery. Sea trout come up from
the Avon to spawn in the existing
stream in early summer."

Mr Fryer added: "I ask you to use
the powers invested in you to stop
this ill-conceived scheme, which I,
and very many others, believe will
be a disaster, destroying the
Latchmore habitat for decades, if
not for ever."

Clerk to the Verderers Sue
Westwood said: "We listen to pre-
sentments. We do not make any
decisions until after the next open
court to give other people an
opportunity to make counter or
supportive presentments."
I See Postbag, Page 25
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TWo explosive devices found in Forest car park
TWO Second World War explosive devices
found at Latchmoor Brook near Fordingbridge
were blown up by bomb disposal experts on
Friday, May 18.

Police were alerted to the 5001b devices,
found in 2ft of water in the Abbotts Well car
park, Frogharn, at 4.20pm the day before.

The devices, which measured lm x 30cm,
were discovered by the EOD, the explosive ord-
nance disposal team, who were carrying out an
inspection of the land before clearing works
being planned by the Forestry Commission.

The area is 2km from any homes.
The Civil Air Authority put a no fly zone in

place while three police officers, forestry com-
mission rangers and keepers enforced an
exclusion zone encompassing the car park and
the Ogdens car park.

A Hampshire Police spokesman said: "The
military ordinance department had gone to
Latchmoor Brook to carry out a visual inspec-
tion as work was due to start on the land, and
while they were carrying out the inspection
they came across a large device.

"Police officers attended and put in place a
500m safety cordon.

"The air support unit carried out a visual
sweep of the exelusion area prior to detonation
to make sure no members of the public had
breached the safety cordon."

An MoD spokesman confirmed its bomb dis-
posal squadron from Essex had been called out,
but once the explosion had been carried out it
was found the devices were lbr military train-
ing during the Second Worid War.

It is not the first time bombs dating back

many years have been discovered in the New
Forest, with seven such devices found in the
last year alone.

An explosive deviee was found by a walker
on Ibsley Common, while five unexploded
bombs were uncovered during a stream
restoration project at Ashley Walk and a mor-
tar shell was found near Hincheslea Wood,
Brockenhurst.

Now police have issued a warning to mem-
bers of the public to be aware of any odd look-
ing devices in the Forest.

A spokesman said: "While it is uncommon to
find military devices in the New Forest, it does
happen.

n'Our advice to members of the public who
may eome across something lying dormant is
do not touch it, stand well back and dial999."


