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Dear Ann 
 
Planning consultation: Wetland restoration comprising the restoration of meanders, bed level 
raising (including the main channel, tributaries and side drains), channel infill (including parts of the 
existing main channel, tributaries and side drains); removal of spoil banks, trees, scrub and 
vegetation; installation of debris dams; repair of knickpoints; installation of three culvert crossings 
and the construction and/or replacement of a total of three vehicle and 12 pedestrian fords on the 
line of the restored watercourse. 
 
Location: Part Of The Catchment Area Of The Latchmore Brook Including Studley Wood, Islands 
Thorns Inclosure, Amberwood Inclosure, Alderhill Inclosure, Slodens Inclosure And Latchmore 
Bottom. Central Grid Reference SU 21211 13830 
 
Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 19 July 2016 and for your subsequent email on 
14th September seeking clarification on the issues raised by Dr J. Todd in his response on the 2nd 
September.  
 
Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the 
natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future 
generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development.  
 
Clarification regarding geological features of the SSSI 
Firstly we wish to make it clear that this response does not affect our position stated in our previous 
consultation response for this application.  We continue to have no objection to this scheme.  
 
The New Forest Site of Special Scientific Interest is designated for both its geological and biological 
importance.  Geologically this includes seven individual Geological Conservation Review (GCR) 
sites which encompass Palaeogene, Pleistocene and geomorphological interests.   
 
The Studley Wood GCR site, exposed in the modified Latchmore Brook, provides a unique section 
across the Lutetian - Bartonian Stage transition and is considered both nationally and internationally 
significant allowing correlation with strata of equivalent age across Europe. 
 
In simple terms the management objectives are, for the ecology, to maintain and restore natural 
processes (critically the restoration of hydrological functioning to support the range of water-
dependent habitats that are present), and for the geology, to maintain access to the GCR sites in 
situ for re-sampling to support present and future study. 
 
A review of the proposal concluded that infilling Latchmore Brook and raising water levels would 



 

 

result in both loss of exposure and access to key geological features within the Studley Wood GCR 
site. 
 
A more detailed report on the site’s geology was commissioned which recommended a partial 
restoration in the upper reaches of Latchmore Brook be attempted (to reduce flow rates without 
obscuring critical sections).  This was initiated in 2011.  Monitoring has shown, however, that this 
approach has been unsuccessful. 
  
Leaving the Studley Wood area unrestored was considered to compromise the wider catchment 
restoration which is critical to restoring and maintaining the SAC wetland complex and associated 
habitats and species.  
 
Having considered this evidence and information, Natural England advise that the proposed works 
at Latchmore Brook/Studley Wood could proceed, provided that measures be put in place to 
mitigate where at all possible any harm (burial and loss of access to designated geological features) 
to Studley Wood GCR site and the designated geology of the New Forest SSSI, as included in our 
initial response. Proposed mitigation measures are set out in the submitted Environmental 
Statement. These include detailed survey and recording, rescue sampling, and further investigation 
to identify whether possible alternative sections are present.  
 
Clarification of the assessment of evidence supporting wetland restorations  
 
I also want to take the opportunity to clarify the Assessment of evidence supporting wetland 
restoration projects in the New Forest.  This is an ongoing piece of work that has been progressing 
for the past 12 months. It is common practice to review long-term programmes to ensure they 
continue to deliver the best possible environmental outcomes. NE and FC recently agreed to 
prioritise finalising this assessment via an independent peer review through Natural England’s 
Science Advisory Committee. We expect the Assessment will be complete during October. The 
Assessment is not directly connected to the Latchmore Brook planning application, which quite 
rightly is subject to the independent rigour of your authority.  
 

We should also draw your attention to the Natural England research report A Narrative for 
Conserving Freshwater and Wetland Habitats in England (Mainstone et al. 2016), which provides 
the underpinning evidence for our approach to wetland restoration in the New Forest and 
elsewhere. 

To conclude, we reiterate that this response does not affect our position stated in our previous 
consultation response for this application.  We continue to have no objection to this scheme but 
provide this response to explain the consideration behind our approach to the balance between the 
ecological and geological features of the SSSI and to clarify the status of the Assessment of the 
evidence supporting wetland restorations in the New Forest. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Marc Turner 
Senior Adviser 
Dorset, Hampshire and Isle of Wight Area Team 

http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6524433387749376
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6524433387749376

