
 

 

 
 

Date: 21 October 2016  
Our ref:  191452 
Your ref: 16/00571 
  

 
Ms Ann Braid 
New Forest National Park Authority 
 
BY EMAIL ONLY 
 

 

 Customer Services 

 Hornbeam House 

 Crewe Business Park 

 Electra Way 

 Crewe 

 Cheshire 

 CW1 6GJ 

 

 T 0300 060 3900 

  

Dear Ann 
 
Planning consultation: Wetland restoration comprising the restoration of meanders, bed level 
raising (including the main channel, tributaries and side drains), channel infill (including parts of the 
existing main channel, tributaries and side drains); removal of spoil banks, trees, scrub and 
vegetation; installation of debris dams; repair of knickpoints; installation of three culvert crossings 
and the construction and/or replacement of a total of three vehicle and 12 pedestrian fords on the 
line of the restored watercourse. 
 
Location: Part Of The Catchment Area Of The Latchmore Brook Including Studley Wood, Islands 
Thorns Inclosure, Amberwood Inclosure, Alderhill Inclosure, Slodens Inclosure And Latchmore 
Bottom. Central Grid Reference SU 21211 13830 
 
This response follows our responses on 18th August and 26th September.  
 
Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the 
natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future 
generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development.  
 
An Assessment of Evidence Supporting a Programme of Wetland Restoration Projects in the 
New Forest Site of Special Scientific Interest: Assurance Report 
 
I wanted to take the opportunity to clarify the “Assessment of evidence supporting wetland 
restoration projects in the New Forest” which as you know is an ongoing piece of work that has 
been progressing for the past 12 months. It is common practice to review long-term programmes to 
ensure they continue to deliver the best possible environmental outcomes.  
 
This assessment has recently been peer reviewed by three independent academics. Natural 
England’s Chief Scientists Assurance Report (attached to this letter) based on these peer reviews 
concludes that: 
 
•           Natural England, and our partners, can be assured that the restoration approaches being  

used in the New Forest are entirely consistent with best practice   
 
•           Evidence collected to date proves that completed wetland restorations are beneficial in  

delivering positive hydrological and biodiversity outcomes.  
 
•           It is important that the design of any future restoration programme should seek to  

incorporate a more comprehensive approach to pre and post-restoration monitoring, 



 

 

including a more widespread assessment of species recovery in restored areas. In this regard we 
have developed a strategic monitoring plan for the New Forest restorations, with partners. Gathering 
good quality evidence that properly characterises both successes and any failures is good practise 
in evaluating and adapting our approaches to these sorts of large-scale and long-term restoration 
works. 
 
To conclude, this response does not affect our position stated in our previous consultation 
responses for this application dated 18th August and 26th September.  We continue to have no 
objection to this scheme. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Marc Turner 
Senior Adviser 
Dorset, Hampshire and Isle of Wight Area Team 


