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the processes involved have
received little attention, either in
respect of the planning decision
itseu or as to the $/aY they may
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residents are just as desen'ing of
respect as the demands to secure
ecological objectives. This is a
truth which the committee's decision righUy recognises.

strong and often differing ideas
on Forest management. After
retirement you may haYe to wait
a long time for your knighthood
and its ardval is by no means
guaxanteed. The appointment is
said to be made by the Queen,
but it is in fact a gift of government and in recent times has
been influenced by an informal
committee including the Deputy
surveyor and the retidng Omclal
Verderer It will be noted that the
verderers themselves have no say

in the matter. Since they must
work with the chaimla4 that has
always seemed to me to be a sig-

nincant defeci in the appoint-

ment system. No doubt the Post
will be advertised shortly, but on
past form probably too late for

there to be a sensible hand
over period.

Since the verderers themselves
are powerless in the matter,

I sup-

pose there is no harm in suggest-

ing some of the qualifications
desirable in the chairman. The
days are fortunately long gone
when an essential qualification

for the job was the possession of
a title
at least and
- a abaronetcy
preferably
peerage. The present

holder of the post has, rather
unusuafly, a good knowledEe of
the Forest on the $ound, dedved

largely from his interest in hunting. Deputy Surveyor Lascelles
famously wrote that "the only fit
way for a gentleman to see the
Forest is ftom the back of a pleasant, well-mannered, horse". Oldfashioned as this sounds, there is
still much truth in it ifyou really
want to lealn the Forest. Isuppose by deflnition an Offlcial Verderer is a gentleman or (these

days) a gentlewomadr. ceogTaphical knowledge is valuable. I have
known several Offlcial Verderers

who would have had difficulty
pointing to the Knightwood Oak
on a map, let alone Stinking Edge
Wood or Hal&enny creen.

Leaving aside geography, the
next quality which has, in the
past, proved invaluable at times,
is an understanding of the law.

By this I dont mean the special
New Forest legislation alone, as

thai is short and fairly easily

learnt, but more genera] property,
tort and administrative law. Ttre

court is a public authority and
must work within the constraints

that implies. I don't think this

limits the candidates to solicitors
and barristers. Someone with a
background in land agency might

be suitable as surveyors are
required to acquire a good basic
legal knowledge as part of their

training. Several eminent DEFRA
appointed verderers have come
from that profession.
Above all other qualities desirable in an Omcial Verderer is the
abiliiy to listen and leam, at least
to start with, The chances are
that the new chairman (unless
particularly Islowledgeable about

the lbrest) wi[ find there is someone on the court who lotows more
about nearly any subject than he
does - whether it is bloodlines in
ponies, EU subsidies or the rules

governing the Verderers' Inclo$ues, The Forest is a compLicated

place and by the time the Nolan
rules force his (or her) resignation
in six or nlne years' time, he may
just about have acquired a good
u nd

erst andin g of how

things work.

Heywood Sumner
centdnary publication
cOLLECTORS of Forest books
will know that one of the rarest
and most va.luable works in any
collection is Sumner's Ancient
Earthworks ofthe New Forest. It
was published in 191,7 bY this

famous archaeologist, artist,

desigter and wdter in an edition

timited to 200 hundred copies,

Drinted on handmade Paper and

individually numbered

and

signed. It was origina.Uy priced at
f1 (perhaps the equivalent of f80
today), but on the second-hand
malket, I suppose one would be
Iucky to find a coPY for under
[250. It is thus beyond the reach
of many people who need a coPY

for iis contents rather than its
collector's value. Sumner wlote
that it was written in time of
peace and completed in the

third

In his
vear
-words,of the Great War,
it is "a record oflandmarks

which proclaim the valour, the
reverence, and the forethought of
our ancestors in the great days
done - completed dudng a time
ol greater days doing-" Sumner's
wdtings are a delight. IIis maps in

Ancie;t Earthworks contain

Donies. deer, a horse and cart and
even an early motor car, while the
text is fl[ed v.rith digressions into

tandscape and history but never
detracting from a clear explana-

tion of his subjeci. It is thus

a

world away from nearly all modern axchaeological reports which
are j a.rgon-fll]ed and devoid of life
and humanity
To mark the centenary of the
originat publication, the charity
New Forest History & Archaeology Group has issued a Photo-

graphic reproduction of the

originat at the very modest Price
of f 1 2 plus post and Packing. trUll

details are available on the
Gloup's website: www.newfore

s
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thistoryandarchaeology. org uk
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